Pastor James Walling October 2, 2011
Gospel: Introduction

1 am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to
the wise and to the foolish. > So | am eager to preach the gospel
to you also who are in Rome. *® For | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. *’ For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 1:14-17 (ESV)

Why Do This Epic Study on the Gospel?

1. Because the Gospel was vitally important to
the Apostles.

*So vital that Paul was determined to
defend it

*So vital that Paul was obligated to
proclaim it

*So vital that Paul was eager to
preach it

*So vital that Paul was not ashamed of it

2. Because the Gospel is vitally important for
us today, v.16-17.

*In it we find salvation
*In it we find acceptance
*In it we find righteousness

*In it we find life



Because the Gospel is grievously unknown
and misunderstood by the very ones who
claim to believe it.

What the Gospel isn’t:
*Not I’'m OK, you’re OK
*Not simply that God is love

*Not that God sent His Son so that we can
go to Heaven

*Not that God wants to give us ponies and
rainbows

*Not that Jesus came to give us an example
of how to live

*Not cultural transformation

*Not the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus

What the Gospel is:
*An acknowledgment about God
*A truth about man
*A story of pursuit
*A call for response

*A promise of completion
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