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A well-known pastor and theologian, A.W. 
Tozer, once said, “What comes into our 
minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us.” Even in a society that considers itself “post-
Christian” or “post-religious,” there remains many opinions about who 
God is and what God is like. These opinions are often based upon feelings, 
speculation, intuition or competing religious traditions. Christians are in 
desperate need for clarity. Where do we find clarity? How do we know 
who God is and what He is like? These kinds of questions are what this 
sermon series titled, Twisted: False views of God, is about.

How to use the Guide

Each section has questions that are based upon the sermon/ Bible passage 
under the Understanding section. There is also an Application section 
that challenges us to take the biblical-theological content and apply it to 
our Community Group and lives.

In addition there is a Catechismi question and God Talk section for 
children. These are meant to aid Grace Church families in discipling their 
children in a biblically informed way.

George Constanza: You don’t hear that much 
about god anymore.

Jerry Seinfeld: I hear things.
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Two Challenges…

As Christians, we often grade the importance of a sermon or Christian 
resource on a scale of “usefulness.” In other words, something is deemed 
“good” because it helped me with x or y. We can also approach our 
understanding of God solely on the basis of “how is this useful for me?” 
The challenge is to redirect our minds and hearts to consider the beauty of 
God in Himself. This is not to say that God’s attributes have no “usefulness” 
to our lives. But it is to call us to cultivate praise to God for who He is, rather 
than simply for what He gives us. We might say the challenge is to praise 
God for who He is with no strings attached. This is why in the Prayer 
section you will only see prayers of praise and thanksgiving based upon 
the particular attribute or essence of God for that week.

A second challenge (which is not aided by the guide) is to connect what 
we learn about God to Christ. So a general question for you, your family 
and Community Group to ask is: How does this biblical idea about God 
find its ultimate expression in the person and work of Christ? Consider 
how important this challenge is with these words by Michael Reeves:

In him [Christ] we see the true meaning of love, the power, the wisdom, 
the justice and the majesty of God. As we look…at Jesus, then, we will 
not be looking at someone other than God; we will be contemplating 
God himself. And in fact, if we do not go to this Word to know God, 
then all our thoughts about God, however respectful, worshipful or 
philosophically satisfying , will be nothing but idolatry.ii 

The two challenges can be summed up by this: for the next nine weeks seek 
to cultivate in your heart a desire for God, in Himself, by looking intently 
at how the Bible displays the true and living God revealed ultimately in 
Christ Jesus.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Pastor Garrett 
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Revealing God
“I Know…”

Definition: Divine Revelation is the self-unveiling and self-
communication of God by Himself to humans.

Catechism Question: How is the Word of God to be read and 
heard? 
With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with 
faith, store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

God Talks: Take your family outside on a beautiful, clear day. Lay 
on the grass and look at the sky. Talk among your family about 
how God reveals himself through his creation.

Prayer: Praise God for revealing himself in creation, Scripture, 
and Jesus Christ. Thank him that he is a God who delights to 
speak to his people through his Word.

Sermon Passage: Psalm 19:1-14
Memory Verse: Psalm 19:8 The precepts of the LORD are 
right, redoing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• What is being described in vv. 1-6? Walk slowly though the 

language being used and discuss.
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• What are the different ways Scripture is described in vv. 7-10?
• What might be one of the purposes of Scripture according to 

vv. 11-13?
• Describe the difference between general revelation and 

special revelation.

Application

• What are the various ways God reveals himself? 
• Does the fact that God used humans to communicate his 

Word reduce its authority? Explain.
• If the Bible is really God’s Word, what should our attitude be 

when listening to it read, preached or taught?
• How would you respond to your neighbor who said, “If God 

spoke to me directly, I would believe.”
• Often you hear Christians say, “God spoke to me” or “he told 

me to do this…” How should we think through these kinds 
of statements? 
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Triune God
“God’s No Mystery”

Definition: The Trinity is the existence of God as one singular 
God expressed as three distinct Persons.

Catechism Question: How many persons are there in God?
There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in 
power and glory.

God Talks: Play a game where each person in your family seeks to 
find all things consisting of “threes” around the house. Afterwards 
talk to them about how God is one God, but three persons.

Prayer: Praise the Father for orchestrating salvation through the 
Son. Praise the Son for obedience to the Father and the giving of 
himself. Praise the Spirit for applying the Gospel to our hearts.

Sermon Passage: Matthew 28:19-20
Memory Verse: John 20:21-22 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.”

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• Why do we baptize in threefold name? What does this 

represent?
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• What is the commission that Jesus has given? To whom is it 
given?

• The authority of Jesus and his presence is highlighted in this 
passage. Why is that important for us?

Application

• Discuss the distinct persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) 
and their roles. 

• Why is it important to know that God is both one (only one 
God) and three (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), and each 
is fully God? 

• Why should we not be surprised if we cannot completely and 
fully understand the doctrine of the Trinity?

• What is the significance to us as image bearers of God that he 
exists in Trinitarian relationship?

• What are some other religious beliefs you’ve heard about? 
How do those understandings of “God” differ from what the 
Bible teaches about God?

• What can we do as a community to better reflect the relational 
nature of God and embrace our corporate identity together?
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Independent God
“God Needs Me”

Definition: Aseity is the belief that God is entirely self-sufficient 
and not dependent upon anything or anyone else.

Catechism Question: What is God?
God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything. He 
is eternal, infinite, and unchangeable in his power and perfection, 
goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, and truth. Nothing happens 
except through him and by his will.

God Talks: Take your family on a picnic at a park. Spend 10 
minutes discussing with them every way you are dependent on 
each other for day to day life. Contrast that with how God is 
completely independent of us, but still invites us to be a part of 
what he is doing in the world.

Prayer: Praise God for his self-sufficiency and power in all things.

Sermon Passage: Acts 17:22-26
Memory Verse: Acts 17:25 nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything.

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• Who is Paul contrasting the God of the Bible with in Acts 

17:22-26? Someone explain the Greco-Roman view of the 
gods.
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• What is Paul’s reason why it doesn’t make sense that God 
needs humans for anything (v. 24-25)?

• How do you reconcile Paul’s words in v. 24b (“does not live in 
temples made by man”) and the Old Testament Temple built 
by Solomon where God was said to dwell? (hint: 1 Kings 
8:27)

Application

• What negative implications would there be if God was 
dependent on us for his acts to take place in history?

• How do you hold together God’s aseity (see definition) and 
our call to evangelize and make disciples?

• How would a person typically respond to someone who said, 
“I don’t need you”? How is it same/ different when God says 
that to us?
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Unlimited God
“God Can’t”

Definition: The omnipotence of God is His ability to do all things 
that do not contradict His character.

Catechism Question: How can we glorify God?
We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, trusting him, and by 
obeying his will, commands, and law.

God Talks: Play a game of hide-and-seek with your family. 
Afterwards read Psalm 139:7-10 and talk with them about how 
there is no place we can hide from God.

Prayer: Praise God for his almighty power, presence, and 
knowledge of all things.

Sermon Passage: Various Passages
Memory Verse: Daniel 4:34b-35 for his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he 
does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, 
“What have you done?”

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• Read Psalm 10 together. 
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• What false comfort do the wicked find in order to continue in 
their wickedness and oppression (see esp. v. 11)? How have 
we fostered a similar attitude in our hearts? 

• What comfort does the psalmist find in v. 14? How does this 
bring you comfort? 

Application

• Why do we try to find a place in our lives and hearts that God 
does not know? How does the futility of that task lead us to 
ultimate freedom?

• When do you hide from God and others the most?
• What can we do to make our Community Group a place 

where we don’t feel the need to hide?
• Why do many people reject God’s unlimited power and 

sovereignty? 
• What objections do you have with accepting the sovereignty 

of God in your life?
• How does embracing the power and sovereignty of God 

embolden us as the people of God?
• How can we live as a community that is confident in the 

sovereign power of God?
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Creating God
“Mother Nature at Her Best”

Definition: Creatio ex nihilo is the belief that God created all 
things out of “nothing” and He is the ultimate cause and source of 
meaning for all creation.

Catechism Question: How and why did God create us?
God created us male and female in his own image to know him, love 
him, live with him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who were 
created by God should live to his glory.

God Talks: Spend an evening with your family creating an art 
project together (alternative: take your family to an art gallery). 
After completing your art project (and admiring its beauty) talk 
with your family on how our ability to create is ultimately derived 
from God’s creating power.

Prayer: Thank God for his work in creation and praise him for 
what he will do in new creation.

Sermon Passage: Genesis 1:1-2:3
Memory Verse: Genesis 1:31 And God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon. 
• How do we see the Trinity at work in the creation narrative? 
• How did God describe his work of creation? 
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• What was his final act of creation and why is that important? 
• What charge/commission did God give Adam and Eve? Why 

would he give them a commission? 
• How does this help us understand our relationship to “work”?  

(pre-fall, human flourishment) 
• Multiple times God declares “it is good.” What one thing did 

God declare not good in this narrative (2:18)? 

Application

• What are some ways we should worship, praise, and thank 
God as the Creator of all that is?

• How does our understanding that God is the Creator of all 
change how we view the world?

• Does knowing that Christ is our Creator change how you 
view him? Explain.

• If God owns all that he has made, and he alone has the right 
to rule all that he has made, what heart response should we 
give to God?
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Jealous God
“God’s Not Selfish”

Definition: God’s jealousy is His passionate zeal to guard the 
exclusiveness of worship that ought to be directed towards Him 
by His people. 

Catechism Question: What does God require in the first, second, 
and third commandments?
First, that we know and trust God as the only true and living God. 
Second, that we avoid all idolatry and do not worship God improperly. 
Third, that we treat God’s name with fear and reverence, honoring 
also his Word and works.

Prayer: Praise God that he desires to see his name alone honored 
and glorified among the nations.

Sermon Passage: Exodus 20:4-6
Memory Verse: Exodus 20:5 You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me.

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon. 
• Why does God remind them of Israel’s deliverance from 

Egypt before the first commandment?
• What other gods could tempt the Israelites?
• Is this command more about God making sure he gets 

the honor he deserves, helping the people of God avoid 
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misplaced priorities and wasted lives, or a combination of 
both? Explain. 

Application

• How would you define idolatry?
• What is dangerous about idolatry? How have you seen the 

dangers of idolatry firsthand?
• Can you “make an idol for yourself ” even if you never actually 

create an object with your hands? Explain.
• What are some common idols believers are tempted to 

worship?
• Why might idols be easier to worship over the Living God?
• Someone explain how God’s jealousy is not contradictory to 

his perfection.
• How does God’s jealousy reveal an aspect of his love?
• How does it minister to you to know that God is jealous for 

your love and affection towards him?
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Holy God
“God’s Like…”

Definition: The holiness of God is his uniqueness from all creation 
as well as His purity and goodness.

Catechism Question: Will God allow our disobedience and 
idolatry to go unpunished?
No, every sin is against the sovereignty, holiness, and goodness of God, 
and against his righteous law, and God is righteously angry with our 
sins and will punish them in his just judgment both in this life, and in 
the life to come.

God Talks: Make a list of all the ways God is different from us. 
Each person pick one from the list and draw a picture showing 
how God is different than us. Pray and thank God together for his 
uniqueness.

Prayer: Praise God for his uniqueness, his purity, and goodness.

Sermon Passage: Isaiah 6:1-8
Memory Verse: Isaiah 6:3 And one called to another and said “Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• Why might the angels have their face and feet covered?
• What is the point of the imagery given to us in v. 1-2? What is 

this communicating about the LORD of hosts?
• What three reasons did Isaiah give for saying “Woe is me, for 
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I am lost”? What does this reveal about our condition and 
posture towards God?

• Is the holiness of God frightening or encouraging to Isaiah?
• How is Isaiah’s sin atoned for? Can we make any theological 

implications from this? If so, what are they?

Application

• Why does confessing our sinfulness honor God? Have you 
ever experienced someone confessing how they sinned 
against you? How did that impact you?

• Have you ever been “undone” in the presence of God?
• How does the holiness of God put the rest of life into 

perspective?
• How does a clear view of the holiness of God affect the way 

we live together as a community?
• What does it look like to embrace the response of Isaiah in v. 

8 within our own neighborhood?
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Righteous God
“God Wouldn’t”

Definition: God’s righteousness is God always doing what is right 
and defining what is right.

Catechism Question: Why was it necessary for Christ, the 
Redeemer, to die?
Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place 
to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to 
God. By his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from 
hell and gains for us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting 
life.

God Talks: Set-up a courthouse scene in your home (or take a 
trip to your local courthouse). Talk with your children about why 
we have laws and a judicial system that punishes guilty people. 
Connect this to God’s anger against our sin. Then read Romans 
3:21-26 and thank God that he poured out his righteous wrath 
on Jesus instead of us.

Prayer: Praise God for his holy hatred towards sin and his perfect 
love displayed in Christ.

Sermon Passage: Genesis 18:16-33
Memory Verse: Genesis 18:19 For I have chosen Abraham, that he 
may command his children and his household after him to keep the 
way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord 
may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.
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Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• How does Abraham know what God is about to do? What 

does this tell us about God?
• What reasons are given for why God reveals this to Abraham? 

What is God’s ultimate goal in revealing his actions to 
Abraham?

• What do we make of the language used of God by God in v. 
21 (“I will go down to see whether they have done…”)?

• What does Abraham say about God’s character in v. 25? What 
does Abraham confess about God here?

• Why do you think Moses records the back-and-forth between 
God and Abraham in vv. 28-32?

Application

• How does God’s goodness, righteousness and justice go 
together?

• In what ways is the justice of God both good and beautiful?
• How should the justice and righteousness of God be reflected 

in this Community Group?
• Are there areas in our lives where we need to repent of 

unrighteousness and injustice? 
• Ultimately, where is righteousness and justice found? How 

does this change our perspective on God’s righteousness?
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Benevolent God
“A Loving God Doesn’t…”

Definition: God’s benevolence is his willing of the good as an 
expression of his love.

Catechism Question: Is there any way to escape punishment and 
be brought back into God’s favor?
Yes, to satisfy his justice, God himself, out of mere mercy, reconciles us 
to himself and delivers us from sin and from the punishment from sin, 
by a Redeemer.

God Talks: Have each family member make a gift for another 
family member. Talk with your family about how we typically 
give gifts to those we love. Connect that to how God has shown 
us love by giving his Son. Pray and thank God for his benevolence 
in Christ Jesus.

Prayer: Praise God for his love, mercy, and grace in Christ Jesus.

Sermon Passage: Exodus 34:6-7
Memory Verse: Exodus 34:6-7 The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and 
the fourth generation.
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Understanding

• Someone provide a summary of this week’s sermon.
• Slowly walk through the passage and discuss in detail each 

way God is described by Moses.
• What does “steadfast love” mean according to the Old 

Testament? How might this shape the way we look at the 
other ways God is characterized?

• Why does God repeat his name twice before describing his 
character?

• Does a New Covenant reality change how we might 
understand parts of this passage?

Application

• What is the difference between earning and receiving the 
love of God? How do those differences change the way we 
view God?

• How do the differences change the way we interact with one 
another?

• What can we do differently as a Community Group to better 
reflect the love of God to one another?

• How does God’s love change our posture toward the lost in 
our neighborhood (even those that have sinned against us)?

• To whom is God good? Are there differences in the goodness 
that God shows to various people? Discuss.

• Where is God’s benevolence ultimately demonstrated? How 
does that change our perception of his love?
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Recommended Resources 
& Work Cited

Recommended Resources:

• Delighting in the Trinity by Michael Reeves
• Big Truths for Young Hearts by Bruce Ware
• Salvation Belongs to the Lord by John Frame
• The Doctrine of God by Gerald Bray
• Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem

i These questions are taken from the New City Catechism which 
can be found at www.newcitycatechism.com
ii Rejoicing in Christ, 15.
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