
Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
- What is the “secret and hidden wisdom of God” that 

Paul imparts to others? 
- Who has been granted access to the wisdom of God? 

(vv.7-8) 
- How is the Spirit and the gospel of Christ related in 

this passage? 

The church has unique access to the truth that has been 
granted to us by the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10). When it comes 
to the crucified, Lord of glory, we have, so to speak, the 
“corner of the market.” No other institution or religion 
on the planet has been given the distinctive privilege of 
knowing and speaking this wonderful Good News. 

- Why do you think churches are tempted to lose focus 
on this distinctive privilege we have been given? 

- What happens to churches that lose this focus? 

1 Corinthians 15:3 says, “For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures…(ESV)” The idea of “first” or 
“most” importance means the gospel, for Paul, was a 
priority of time and a priority of status. 

Read Ephesians 1:3-10 
- What is the main idea of this passage? 
- Why do you think Paul was so excited about the gospel 

of grace? 

“We must never take Christ’s work for granted. The 
gospel is not merely something we take to unbelievers; it 
is the Word that created and continues to sustain the 
whole church in its earthly pilgrimage.” - Michael 
Horton 

Read 1 Timothy 3:14-16 
- Explain the two metaphors (pillar & buttress) Paul uses 

to describe the church. 
- Why might the world balk when Paul says the church 

is “a pillar and buttress of the truth”? 
- How does your membership and participation in the 

local church change knowing this is a description of 
you? 

“Now it [the gospel] is preserved on earth by the ministry 
of the Church alone. What a weight, therefore, rests on 
the pastors, who have been entrusted with the charge of 
so inestimable a treasure!” - John Calvin 

Pray for the strength and ability to uphold the gospel as a 
church. Ask for wisdom to know how to do this with 
grace and love. 


