
Describe the practical differences between a church that 
is God-centered & a church that is man-centered. 

The God-centeredness of the church begins with the 
greatness of the glory of God. 

Read Isaiah 40:9-31 
- How does this passage describe the greatness of God? 
- How does Isaiah’s description of God’s greatness 

compare to how we typically think of God? 

Psalm 115:3 says, “Our God is in the heavens; he does 
all that he pleases.” Spend time confessing and repenting 
of our low view of God. Praise Him for His greatness, 
power and glory. Ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to 
understand how wonderful and great our God is. 

Read John 17:1-5 
- What do we learn about the greatness and glory of God 

that we didn’t read in Isaiah 40? 

“One of the best ways to think about God’s infinite 
enjoyment of His own glory is to think of it as the delight 
He has in His Son, who is the perfect reflection of that 
glory (John 17:24-26).” - John Piper 

- How does you understanding of God change when you 
think about the infinite delight and enjoyment He has 
in His Son? 

Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 
- How does Peter describe the church? Take a moment to 

explain each description. 
- Why is it important for the church to remember who 

we are before we jump to what we do? (see v. 11-12) 
- How does God’s sovereign, electing, saving grace in 

our lives compel us to a God-centered existence? 

Jonathan Edwards once wrote, “There has been a 
wonderful alteration in my mind, in respect to the 
doctrine of God’s sovereignty…. The doctrine has very 
often appeared exceeding pleasant, bright and sweet. 
Absolute sovereignty is what I love to ascribe to God.” 

Memorize and recite to yourself this week Psalm 135:5-7 

“For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is 
above all gods. Whatever the Lord pleases, he does, in 
heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. He it is 
who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, who 
makes lightings for the rain and brings forth the wind 
from his storehouses.” - Psalm 135:5-7 (ESV) 

What does a God-centered church, community group, and 
person look like from Monday to Saturday?


